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LET'S REHABILITATE ERREN RIVER! 
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/WZUIEC2018/ 

P R O B L E M S  O F  E R R E N  R I V E R

Erren River, located in Southwestern
Taiwan, divides Tainan City and
Kaohsiung City respectively.  
With the height of 460 meters, the
headstream of Erren River arises from
Shanchuhu, Neimen District, Kaohsiung
City.  
And the mainstream is approximately 63
kilometers in length. 
Erren River used to be a paradise for
people to go rafting and fishing. The silt
on the riverside was filled with
mangroves, fiddler crabs, and
mudskippers.  
Unfortunately, everything has become a
thing of the past.  
Now, what can be seen are only weeds on
the riverside, passing swallows, and
egrets standing still in the river. 

INTRODUCTION OF 
ERREN RIVER 

From the 1970s to the early 2000s, the
midstream of Erren River was an area
where factories dedicated to scrap metal
recycling and extraction. 
These factories used acidic chemical
solvents to extract and recycle the scrap
metals.  
After used, these toxics were dumped
directly into Erren River without any
sewage treatment.  
On the other hand, countless electronic
wastes were accumulated on the
riverside, leading to severe contamination
of Erren River. 
Sad to know is that Erren River is one of
the heaviest metal-polluted rivers in the
world.  
The rice grown and farmed fish industries
at the downstream of Erren River are still
contaminated by heavy metals deposited
at the bottom of it.  
Many residents nearby have been
reported to be infected with diseases.  
Furthermore, the so-called “Green Oyster
Pollution Incident” also takes place here. 

CATASTROPHIC DAMAGE TO 
ERREN RIVER 

Nitric acid is a liquid that dissolves metals
such as copper and lead, but it can’t
dissolve gold and silver.  
Those who involved in scrap metal
recycling and extraction then made use of
the characteristics of nitric acid to pick
out precious metals such as gold and
silver. 
At that time with the low awareness of
environmental protection, there was no
concept of sewage treatment.  
All waste liquids were directly drained,
and then eventually flowed into Erren
River. 
The picked effluent was not only low in
pH but also contained high
concentrations of lead, copper, zinc, and
other metals, which caused the first
Green Oyster Pollution Incident in
Taiwan. 

GREEN OYSTER  
POLLUTION INCIDENT 


